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1V.—Notes on a ‘Catalogue of the Accipitres in the British 
Museum, by R. Bowdler Sharpe (1874). By J. H. 
GURNEY. 
[Continued from ‘ The Ibis,’ 1878, p. 466.] 


Ir is a remarkable circumstance that the genus Milvus, though 
so very widely distributed, and, as regards some of its species, 
so numerically abundant in the Old World, is wholly absent 
from the American continent. 

In referring in the first instance to the typical species of 
the genus, M. ictinus, J may mention that an article on this 
Kite, published subsequently to Mr. Sharpe’s volume, in 
Mr. Dresser’s ‘ Birds of Europe,’ contains a detailed account 
of its geographical distribution, including its range in Western 
Asia and North-western Africa, as well as its occurrence in 
Madeira and in the Canary and Cape-Verd Islands, none 
of which localities are quoted for it by Mr. Sharpe. Mr. 
Dresser also figures and describes the immature plumage of 
this species, which is not referred to by Mr. Sharpe. The 
female of M. ictinus is described by Mr. Dresser as differing 
from the male in coloration by “the head being slightly 
washed with rufous, the tail lighter, and in general the colours 
rather paler ;” but I believe that these peculiarities disappear 
with age, as none of them exist in a Welsh female which I 
had in confinement, and which, after laying two eggs, died 
in its 28th year, and is now preserved in my collection *. 

The three species which in Mr. Sharpe’s Catalogue imme- 
diately follow Milvus ictinus, viz. M. egyptius, M. migrans 


* Mr. E. T. Booth, in an interesting note on this species, published in 
the ‘ Field’ of 12th October 1878, expresses his opinion that the female 
bird has the tail not so much forked as the male. I have not access to a 
sufficient series of dissected specimens to enable me to test the accuracy 
of Mr. Booth’s view on this point; but it is one well worthy of attention, 
especially as a similar distinction between the sexes has been observed in 
Turkestan in the case of the Asiatic M. melanotis (vide ‘Stray Feathers’ 
iore LEYE D 127). 

Mr. Booth also describes the colour of the iris in the young of M. 
ictinus, after first acquiring its nestling-plumage, as a “ dirty lavender ; ” 
by Macgillivray it is described as “yellowish brown” (see his work on 
‘British Birds,’ vol. iii. p. 275). 
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(to which Mr. Sharpe applics the speeific name of korschun*), 
aud M. affinis, are very elosely allied; and in their nestling- 
plumage f they are so much alike that specimens in this 
stage, of whieh the locality is unknown, cannot, in my 
opinion, be distinguished with certainty, though a clue to a 
correct diagnosis exists in the circumstance that Australian 
and Oceanic specimens of M. affinis are a little smaller than 
cither M. migrans or M. egyptius, and also that in M. affinis 
and in most specimens of M. egyptius the upper mandible 
is of a slightly more elongated shape, with the culmen a little 
less proportionally elevated than in M. migrans. 

In nestling birds the bill is black in all three speeies ; but 
in old birds it is so in M. migrans} and in M. affinis only, 
being of a yellow horn-colour in the adult M. egyptias. 

In adult birds the abdominal and tibial feathers are more 
rufous in M. migrans and in M. egyptius than in M. affinis ; 
but this rufous tint is sometimes lighter and brighter in AZ. 
eyyptius than in M. migrans. 

In old birds of M. migrans the edges of the feathers of the 
entire head, neck, and upper breast are greyish white, the 
centre being oceupied by a dark brown shaft-mark ; in M. 
egyptius and M. affinis this greyish-white ground-colour is 
usually limited to the chin and to that part of the sides of 
the neck which immediately adjoins the upper throat, though 
very old specimens of both sometimes occur in which the 


* T agree with the view expressed by the Editor in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1874, 
p- 360, and confirmed by Mr. Dresser in his article on this species in the 
‘ Birds of Europe,’ also by Mr. Blanford in his ‘Eastern Persia,’ vol. ii. 
p. 114, note, that the old specific name of korschun affixed by Mr. Sharpe 
to this Kite has been so applied on insufficient grounds, and should there- 
fore be allowed to remain obsolete and in abeyance (conf. Ibis, 1875, 
p. 503), 

t Mr. Ilume, at p. 524 of his ‘Scrap-book,’ quotes a letter of mine 
which was written at a time when I was not acquainted with the true 
nestling-plumage of the Australian M. affinis, and which, in consequence, 
alludes to it in incorrect terms. This error on my part also appeared in 
‘Stray Feathers’ for 1875, p. 161, note, as it had previously in ‘ The Ibis’ 
for 1866, p. 422. 

tł The bill, however, is occasionally, though rarely, a little mottled with 
horn-colour in some specimens of M. migrans, 
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same tint pervades a very narrow portion of the forehead 
adjacent to the cere; but it never extends over the crown of 
the head, as is always the case in the adult of M. migrans; 
on this part, as well as on the nape and adjacent portions of 
the sides of the neck, the margins of the feathers in M. affinis 
and M. egyptius are not white, but a decided rufous, though 
paler in some individuals than in others. 

The upper portions of the ear-coverts are much darker than 
the surrounding plumage in the adults of M. egyptius and 
M. affinis, but hardly at all so in those of M. migrans. 

The brown shaft-marks on the feathers covering the upper 
portion of the breast in the adults of M. migrans are, so far as 
I have observed, always somewhat broader than those on the 
corresponding feathers of the other two species; and though 
these shaft-marks are of variable breadth in both M. egyptius 
and in V. affinis, and in some specimens of both these species 
are nearly as broad as in M. migrans, I believe that they 
never quite equal in breadth those of M. migrans, and that 
this difference between that species and M. egyptius and 
affinis, though not very great, is nevertheless quite constant, 
and therefore important. 

The yellow horn-colour of the bill in M. egyptius is ac- 
quired very gradually, and apparently less rapidly in some 
individuals than in others ; ìt is not very uncommon to find 
specimens of this Kite which have attained their adult dress 
before the bill has assumed its yellow colouring; such speci- 
mens bear a considerable resemblance to the adults of M. 
migrans, and still more to those of M. affinis. 

In my edition of the late C. J. Andersson’s ‘ Notes on the 
Birds of Damara Land,’ I inserted, at the end of his observa- 
tions upon M. migrans, the following remark :—“ Mr. Anders- 
son’s last collection contained specimens of this Kite from 
Ondonga, in both adult and immature plumage ; the speci- 
wens in apparently adult dress did not, however, exhibit the 
grey tints on the head which distinguish the adult Black 
Kites of Europe and Northern Africa, but which [ have not 
yet met with in any South-African specimen”*. Uufor- 


* Jide * Birds of Damara Land,’ p. 22. 
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tunately the supposed adult specimens of M. migrans here 
alluded to have been dispersed, and I have only been able 
to reexamine one of them, which was killed at Ondonga, in 
Ovampo-land, on 16th of December, and is now preserved in 
the Norwich Museum. I now find that this example is not 
in reality one of M. migrans, but is unquestionably a specimen 
of M. egyptius, which had attained adult dress but had not 
acquired the yellow bill, although the mandibles exhibit some 
slight indication of the approaching change of tint. I have 
no doubt that other examples of M. egyptius in Mr. Anders- 
son’s collection were in a similar stage of coloration, and were 
mistaken by me for specimens of M. migrans in which the 
usual grey tint was absent from the head, as mentioned in 
the extract quoted above from the ‘Notes on the Birds of 
Damara Land ;’ and I strongly suspect that many other sup- 
posed South-African examples of M. migrans, and especially 
those said to have been found breeding on the banks of the 
Caledon River* ought to have been referred to this peculiar, 
but not unusual, phase of M. egyptius. 

At the present moment I know of but one South-African 
example of the veritable M. migrans in any collection in this 
country. This, which is a young male in change, was obtained 
by Mr. Andersson at Ondonga on the 16th November, and is 
now preserved in the Norwich Museum. 

In ‘ The Ibis’ for 1869, at p. 449, I mentioned, as examples 
of M. miyrans, a Kite obtained in Madagascar on the 8th 
September 1862, and previously recorded in ‘ The Ibis’ for 
1863, p. 837, which was presented by Mr. Edward Newton 
to the Norwich Museum—and also a younger specimen 
obtained at Pomony, on Johanna or Anjuan Island, im 
the Comoro group, in November 1863, and which is pre- 
served at Cambridge. I have recently reexamined these spe- 
cimens, and believe them both to be, in reality, examples of 
M. eyyptius in which the bill has not yet assumed its yellow 
colouring. If I mistake not, the claim of M. migrans to 
admission into the fauna of Madagascar and of the Comoro 
Islands rests upon these two examples (which are the two 


* Vide Sharpe's edition of Layard, p. 51. 
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referred to by Dr. Hartlaub in his Vog. Madag. p. 28*) ; and 
if I am right in my present conclusion, this claim cannot be 
substantiated. 

The Hastern-Asiatic range of M. migrans has not, as yet, 
been very satisfactorily defined. 

The ‘ Revised List of the Vertcbrated Animals exhibited in 
the Gardens of the Zoological Society,’ which was published 
in 1872, contains, at p. 210, the following entry, under the 
head of Milvus migrans :— l 

“6. Presented by G. B. Baird, Esq., May 26, 1861, from 
North China.” 

This specimen, which was unfortunately not preserved 
after its death, was frequently and carefully inspected by me 
whilst it was living ; and I recorded it as a genuine example 
of M. migrans in ‘The Ibis’ for 1866, p. 422, where I also 
mentioned having seen an example from Afghanistan; the 
latter being a specimen which was preserved, when I saw it, 
in the late Museum of the East India Company in Leadenhall 
Street, though I do not find it mentioned in Horsfield and 
Moore’s catalogue of that collection. Another specimen, 
from Bagdad, which I examined at the same time, is entered 
in the above-named catalogue as an example of M. govinda, 
but, according to my memorandum, was in reality M. migrans. 
I may add that Mr. Blanford includes M. migrans amongst 
the birds of Persia, and that I have recently had an oppor- 
tunity of examining specimens of this Kite obtained by him 
in that country. 

Milvus migrans has been found breeding in Turkestan, 
according to M. Severtzoff’s notes, translated by Mr. Dresser t; 
and further to the north its occurrence in summer in Siberia, 
between Salair and Tomsk, has been noticed by Dr. Finsch $; 
and its abundance at Tomsk at that season, as well as its 
presence to the north of that town as far as lat. 61°, has been 
recorded by Mr. Seebohm§. A still more eastern locality 

* These two specimens are also mentioned by Mr. Dresser in his article 
on Milvus migrans in the ‘ Birds of Europe.’ 

+ Vide Ibis, 1875, p. 104. 

t Vide Ibis, 1877, p. 55. 

§ Vide Ibis, 1878, p. 323. 
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for this Kite is mentioned in the ‘ Birds of Europe’ by Mr. 
Dresser, who says that “to the eastward it occurs about as 
far as the Lena;” and the specimen from North China, to 
which I have already alluded, shows that it has occurred even 
mueh further to the east than the limit assigned to it in that 
direction by Mr. Dresser. 

The Asiatic range of Milvus egyptius is not alluded to by 
Mr. Sharpe; but though it is very limited in comparison 
with that of M. migrans, it ought not to be overlooked. 

The title of “ Arabian Kite,” which Latham conferred on 
tlis species* in 1781, has been justified in recent times by 
the existence of a colony of these Kites at Wady Gharandel, 
in the Sinaitic Peninsula, recorded by Mr. Wyattt. 

The occurrence and nidification of the Yellow-billed Kite 
in Palestine has been noted by Canon Tristramf{; and ac- 
cording to Von Heuglin it has also been met with in Asia 
Minor§. There is therefore no doubt that the summer mi- 
gration of this species extends to, at least, some countries 
of Western Asia. 

The geographical ranges of the eastern species of the genus 
Miivus are especially difficult to define with accuracy, in 
consequenee of the very remarkable and perplexing manner 
in which these species or races merge into one another. The 
smallest of the Milvi, the Australian M. affinis, contrasts con- 
spicuously in its dimensions with the great Japanese M. me- 
fanotis ; and yet the one species is connected with the other 
by a gradation of specimens so continuously intermediate, 
both in size and in coloration, that, though it may be con- 
venient to adopt the view of Mr. Sharpe, which is also that 
of Mr. Hume, that the series is divisible under the three 
specific heads of M. affinis, M. govinda, and M. melanotis, the 
boundary-lines between these three species seem to me not 
to be capable of so precise a definition as to be entirely 
satisfactory. 

* Tide Lath. Gen. Syn. vol. i. p. G1. 

t Fide Ibis, 1870, p. 2. 

{ Vide Ibis, 1859, p. 24, and 1865, p. 256. 
§ Fide Orm. Nordost-Atrika’s, vol. i. p. 100. 
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The specific name of “ affinis” was given by Mr. Gould to 
the Milvus inhabiting Australia, which appears to me to be 
identical with specimens that I have examined in the British 
and Norwich Museums from East Timor and Macassar, as 
well as with one in the British Museum from Cochin China: 
all these specimens agree with those which I have seen from 
Australia in having the underside of the primaries of a dark 
brown, cither entirely whole-coloured, or varied only by a 
very slight and almost imperceptible mottling of grey or 
greyish white, never amounting to a white patch*. 

The following are the principal measurements of seven of 
these Kites (all adults) which I have recently examined :— 


Wing. Tarsus. 
in. in. 

In the Collection of Lord Tweeddale. 

South Queensland ..........26. 15:8 2 

Port Albany, North Australia .... 16:8 1:9 
In the Norwich Museum. 

CLG ie e a ere ra 16:8 1-9 

eM VON PA Ps ease Ge ca 15-4 19 

gt MUM OL ee yawns Ge ae goon 15:9 18 

Macassar PER svils ob germina 's 4 Gide 16:5 2 

WNE a a are 16:9 25i 


In addition to the localities above mentioned, Mr. Sharpe 
states that M. affints ranges “as far north as Chusan,” and 
Count Salvadori that it has been obtained in Yule Island, 
near New Guinea. 

The Kite inhabiting Ceylon and the smallest specimens of 
Indian Kites so closely resemble the typical M. affinis that I 
have long been in the habit of referring them to that species ; 
but their average size is slightly larger, and the great majo- 
rity of specimens have more or less white on the under sur- 
face of the primaries, frequently presenting a decided white 


* Conf. David et Oustalet, ‘Oiseaux de la Chine,’ p. 16 (sub Milvus 
govinda). 

t The following wing-measurements of M. affinis are given by Captain 
W. V. Legge, in his valuable work on the Birds of Ceylon, p. 81, for 
comparison with those of the Kite of that island, viz.:—three from Aus- 
tralia, respectively 15, 15:2, and 15:8; two from Timor, both 16:5; and 
one from Macassar, 166. 
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patch ; indeed I have seen no Ceylon specimens*, and but 
one Indian, in which the white on this part was entirely 
absent. The last-named specimen is preserved in the Norwich 
Museum, and is, I think, certainly from India, though the 
exact locality. where it was obtained has unfortunately not 
been recorded ; it measures in the wing 18 inches, and in the 
tarsus 2 inches. 

Captain Legge, in his article on the Ceylon Kite (op. cit. 
p. 81), in which the subject of the Indian Kites and their 
southern and south-eastern allies is ably treated, considers 
that the Ceylon bird belongs to a race not absolutely identical 
either with the Australian Milvus or with the “ ordinary 
brown-plumaged bird of the plains of India.” I think, how- 
ever, that the smallest Indian specimens are not to be distin- 
guished from those obtained in Ceylonf. An adult from 
Jafna, in the Norwich Museum, measures in the wing but 
17:1 inches, and two younger birds 16°6; the ordinary cor- 
responding measurements of Ceylon specimens would seem, 
however, to be somewhat greater, being quoted by Captain 
Legge as ranging from 17-4 inches to 18:5, the latter measure- 
ment being taken from a female bird. Some Indian Kites 
are equally small, as will appear from the following dimen- 
sions of four specimens in the Norwich Museum, all of which 
are fully adult, except the last, which is nearly so :— 


Wing. Tarsus. 
in. in. 
India (exact locality unknown) .... 17-2 2 
Deccan a a re a Que: 17:5 2:25 
Centea si cue nates nara ane 17:7 19 
oy Maunbhoonte. asec yn 16:9 2 


The Kite of Ceylon and the smallest Indian Kites appear, 
in fact, to hold a position intermediate between the typical 
M. affinis of Australia and the ordinary Indian Kite which 
has for many years borne the specific name of “ govinda ”— 


* Captain Legge, however, in his description of the Kite of Ceylon, 
speaks of “ the amount of white varying much in individuals, some being 
quite as dark as M. affinis” (vide ‘ Birds of Ceylon,’ p. 81). 

+ Captain Legge refers the Ceylon Kite to M. govinda, Sykes, as having 
“more affinity ” with that species than with the typical M. affinis. 
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though its right to that title has of late been challenged *, 
and it is not easy to say with certainty whether these small 
Kites of India and Ceylon are more correctly referable to M. 
affinis or to M. govinda. With reference to this subject, how- 
ever, it may be convenient here to quote a portion of the 
remarks of the editor of ‘Stray Feathers’ at p. 35 of the 
volume for 1875; Mr. Hume there writes, “ The following 
are approximately the variations in the sizes of the wing of 
the three races which we have in India :— 
in. in. in. in. 

affinis, wings, male, 16:75 to 17:25, female 17 to 17°75 

govinda, y p BO ple a E y DE 

Major, yy p i pA p DAS g AS 
ee the two former, affinis and govinda, inosculate, so 
that while some Indian specimens are absolutely identical 
with the Australian affinis, others may be met with which it 
is difficult to decide whether to assign to govinda or affinis.” 

Mr. Hume again observes, in a footnote to p. 229 of ‘Stray 
Feathers’ for 1875, ‘ According to Mr. Brooks’s views we 
have only two Kites in India; in my opinion we have most 
distinctly three, viz. affinis, Gould, comparatively rare, but 
more plentiful to the south and east; govinda, Sykes, the 
common Kite everywhere; and major (or it may be mela- 
notis), rare except in the hills, found on the plains chiefly in 
the cold weather, and almost, if not entirely, unknown in 
Southern India” +. 

In the first of the two passages above referred to, Mr. 
Hume speaks of M. affinis as occurring in Upper Pegu ; and 
in ‘Stray Feathers ’ for 1878, p. 23, he enumerates it amongst 
the birds of Tenasserim. 

The Kite for which Mr. Hume retains the specific name 
of govinda appears to be that which is alluded to in the fol- 

* See Mr. Brooks’s remarks in ‘Stray Feathers ’ for 1876, i 272; but 
see also Mr. Hume’s footnote referring to the same, and his previous foot- 
note in ‘Stray Feathers ’ for 1875, p. 22, also Captain Legge’s observa- 
tions on this controversy at p. 82 of his work on the Birds of Ceylon. 

+ Since writing this article, I have seen the valuable observations of 


Mr. Oates on these three Kites as observed in Lower Pegu, contained in 
‘Stray Feathers’ for 1878, p. 44, to which I would refer the reader, 
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lowing terms by MM. David and Oustalet at p. 17 of their 
recent work on the Birds of China :—“ Le Milan govinda, 
qui est trés-abondamment répandu dans toute PInde, est 
aussi fort commun dans la Malaisie ct la Cochin-Chine; de 
la il arrive assez fréquemment jusque dans la Chine méri- 
dionale, où je Pai rencontré plusieurs fois ; mais cette espèce 
est rare sur la côte chinoise et en est toujours chassée par 
la concurrence vietoricuse du grand Milan indigène” (M. 
melanotis). 

The late Mr. Swinhoe, at p. 88 of ‘The Ibis’ for 1870, 
referred the Kite he met with in Hainan to M. govinda, and 
gave the wing-measurement of a male as 17°8 inches, with 
some further particulars showing the distinetion between it 
and the Kite of Northern China. An adult female brought 
by Mr. Swinhoe from Hainan is preserved in the Norwich 
Museum, and appears to me to be also an example of the 
intermediately sized Kite to which, following the example of 
Mr. Swinhoe, Mr. Sharpe, and Mr. Hume, I have applied 
the specific name of govinda; this specimen has a wing- 
measurement of 18-9 inches. 

Mr. Sharpe is, in my opinion, unquestionably correct in 
identifying Milvus major of India with M. melanotis of Japan, 
Formosa, and China. I have examined a considerable num- 
ber of specimens from all these localities, and can detect no 
difference between examples from these different localities, 
either as regards the extent of white under the wing (a some- 
what variable characteristie*), or in any other particular. 

Some specimens of M. melanotis exhibit hardly any rufous 
tint, whilst in others it is conspicuous, especially about the 
neck, interscapular region, and lesser wing-coverts. The 
most rufous specimen I have seen is a female from Japan in 
the Leyden Museum, which is the original of the second plate 
of this species in the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ the preceding plate 
(No. 5) being an excellent representation of this Kite in its 
non-rufous phase. 

T am indebted to the kindness of Lord Tweeddale for the 

* Cf. Mr, Brooks’s remarks on this point in ‘Stray Feathers’ for 1875 
p. 275. 
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loan of a good series of oriental Kites, amongst which is an 
immature specimen from Tonghoo, the sex of which is unfor- 
tunately not marked, but which seems to me to be a male of 
M. melanotis ; its wing-measurement is 19°5 inches, the tarsus 
2:2; and the white patch on the underside of the primaries is 
large and conspicuous. This is the only specimen of M. me- 
lanotis from Burmah which has come under my notice. 

With regard to the western range of M. melanotis, a sub- 
ject which is not particularly referred to in Mr. Sharpe’s 
volume, Dr. Fiusch has recently recorded its presence, about 
the beginning of June, at the lakes Nor-Saissan and Marka- 
kul, near the north-western frontier of the Chinese Empire*. 

Colonel Prjevalsky, speaking of M. melanotis, says that 
“thronghout Mongolia, Kan-su, and about Koko-nor it is 
common,” but apparently as a summer visiter only. He also 
mentions M. govinda as a summer visitor to the Ussuri 
country, where he states that it is then common; but I do 
not clearly understand whether he uses the specific name of 
“ govinda” as synonymous with “ melanotis,” or as indicative 
of a smaller race t. 

In ‘ The Ibis’ for 1875, at p. 104, Mr. Severtzoff, in lis 
“ Fanna of Turkestan ” (as translated by Mr. Dresser), records 
M. melanotis as breeding in localities of medium altitude 
throughout Turkestan, but speaks of it as synonymous with 
“ M. govinda, Sykes;’’ this statement must, however, be 
taken in connexion with a passage, which seems to modify 
it, in Mr. Severtzoft’s letter to the editor of ‘Stray Feathers,’ 
in which, at p. 422 of the volume for 1875, he writes, “I 
mistook some Turkestan (Russian) Kites with blackish ear- 
feathers for the true M. govinda; my specimens are M. ater.” 

It is, however, certain that in Eastern Turkestan a Kite 
occurs which is not Milvus migrans, and which, judging from 
two Yarkand specimens in the British Museum, ought, in my 
opinion, to be referred to M. melanotis. Mr. Scully, in his 
very interesting “ Contributions to the Ornithology of Eastern 
Turkestan,” published in ‘Stray Feathers’ for 1876, speaks, 

* Vide Ibis, 1877, pp. 53, 54. 
+ Vide ‘ Ornithological Miscellany,’ vol. ii. pp. 152, 158. 
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at p. 92, of “ Milvus melanotis ” being common about Yarkand 
at the end of May, and at p. 126 gives the measurements of 
four Eastern-Turkestan specimens, three males and a female, 
with reference to which Mr. Hume adds the following edito- 
rial note :—“ These specimens, though clearly very closely 
allied to M. major, appear to me all markedly smaller than 
this latter.’ Mr. Scully’s wing-measurements of his three 
Turkestan males are, respectively, 18°8 inches, 18°9, and 19:9, 
and that of the female (an immature bird) 18°75 ; in the case 
of the two specimens from Yarkand which I have recently 
examined at the British Museum, the sex is not recorded, 
but the wing-measurements slightly exceed those quoted by 
Mr. Scully, being in the one 20°2 inches, and in the other 
20°5. With reference to Mr. Hume’s remark which I have 
just quoted, I may observe that though M. melanotis seems 
to be somewhat more distinct from M. govinda than the latter 
is from M. affinis, yet the larger specimens of M. go- 
vinda approach so closely to the smaller examples of M. me- 
lanotis that it is not always easy to distinguish them with 
certainty, and that, if I mistake not, specimens of this 
doubtful character chiefly occur in those countries in which 
the northern range of M. govinda and the southern limit of 
M. melanotis meet or overlap. 

There is reason to believe that exceptional migrations of 
M. melanotis may occasionally extend much further to the 
westward than either Mongolia or Turkestan, as in the ‘ Revue 
et Magasin de Zoologie?’ for 1869, MM. Alléon and Vian 
describe in detail a young male Kite, with a wing-measure- 
ment of very nearly 19 inches*, and agrecing in coloration 
with the immature dress of M. melanolis when beginning 
to partially lose its nestling-plumage, which was killed near 
Constantinople on 6th October 1867. This Kite formed one 
of a company of six individuals, apparently of the same spe- 
cies, which appeared in that neighbourhood a month after the 
Black Kites (M. migrans) had departed on their autumnal 
southward migration, and of which the survivors remained 


* 0-48, French measure. 
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there, consorting with some Red Kites (M. ictinus), till the 
end of the following February. 

Judging from the particulars given by MM. Alléon and 
Vian, I believe they are right in referring this interesting 
specimen to M. melanotis ; but there is one passage in thcir 
article on the subject respecting which I would offer a remark, 
as I think that it requires some modification. Speaking of 
their diagnosis of the specimen in question, MM. Alléon and 
Vian observe, “ Dans la Govinda, la plume présente une 
mèche fauve entre deux bandes brunes ; dans le Milan noir, 
au contraire, c’est un trait brun qui descend sur la tige, entre 
deux bordures fauves;” a similar statement also occurs at 
p. 16 of ‘ Les Oiseaux de la Chine,’ where MM. David and 
Oustalet, after describing M. melanotis, add, “ Dans les jeunes 
de Milvus ater c’est le centre des plumes qui est foncé et le 
bord clair.” I wish to point out that these descriptions of 
the plumage of the young M. migrans do not hold good in 
all cases ; for instance, in a nestling from Western Germany 
which is preserved in the Norwich Museum they are applica- 
ble to the feathers of the nape only, but not to those of any 
other portion of the plumage. 

Before leaving the genus Milvus I may mention that Mr. 
Sharpe, at p. 459 of the Addenda to his volume, inserts the 
late Mr. Andersson’s description of the Indian Kite for which 
he proposed the specific name of “ palustris.” But this name 
was withdrawn by its author in the P.Z. S. for 1875, p. 25, 
where he writes that “it appears to be the young of the 
common Govinda Kite, which is subject to considerable varia- 
tion in size as well as in colour ;” and I therefore do not 
think it needful to refer further to it. 

The square-tailed Kite of Australia, Milvus isurus, Gould, 
was isolated by the late Professor Kaup in a distinct genus, 
to which he assigned the name of “ Lophoictinia.”’ This 
separation seems to me to have been made on somewhat 
slender grounds; but as it has been adopted by Mr. Sharpe, 
it may perhaps now be considered as an accepted sub- 
division. 

In the P. Z. S. for 1875, at p. 338, Mr. Sharpe gives a full 
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deseription of a very young specimen of Lophoictinia isura, 
and states that the bird which he had previously described in 
his work as “ young,” proved not to be “really immature.” 

I have already alluded, in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1870, p. 536, to 
a specimen of this Kite in the Norwich Museum, which there 
is reason to believe was killed in New Zealand, where, if sueh 
was really the fact, it can only have occurred as an accidental 
visitor. 

[To be continued. ] 


V.—On Agapornis swindernaina. By Dr. G. HARTLAUB. 


AGAPORNIS SWINDERNIANA (Kuhl). 
Psittacus swindernianus, Kuhl, Consp. Psittac. (1820) p. 

62, t. 2 (fig. mala). 

Psittacula swinderniana, Wagl. Monogr. (1832) p. 621. 
Agapornis swinderniana, Selby, Nat. Libr. vol. vi. (1836) 

p. 118, t. 2 (fig. mala); Bourj. Perr. t. 98 (Kuhl !); Brehm, 

Papag. t. 86 (Kuhl!). 

Poiocephalus swindernianus, Sw. Classif. B. ii. p. 301. 
Psittacula swindereni, Finsch, Papag. ii. p. 682; Cab. 

Journ. Orn. 1877, t. 5.f.2 (fig. bona) ; Cab. & Reichen. Orn. 

Centralbl. 1876, p. 26, et 1878, pp. 64. 

? Leona Parrakeet, Lath. Gen. Hist. ii. p. 263, undè 
Agapornis picta, Hartl. Orn. Westafr. p. 169. 

Diagn. Læte psittacino-viridis; semitorque nuchali nigro, 
alteroque inferiore cx fulvescente luteo; colli lateribus, 
pectore et interscapulio viridescente lavatis; tergo infe- 
riore, uropygio et supracaudalibus lætissime cyaneis ; 
rectricibus duabus intermediis viridibus, reliquis in di- 
midio basali scarlatinis, fascia antcapicali latiore nigra, 


ipsis apicibus viridibus; rostro obscure corneo-cerule- 
scente. Long. tot. 15 cent., al. 9 cent. 4 mill. 


In the year 1820 Kuhl described and figured, in his well- 
known ‘Conspectus Psittacorum,’ a new Parrakeet from a 
specimen in the Laugier collection at Paris, which he named, 
after the famous Professor van Swinderen, of the Groningen 
University, Psittacus swindernianus. This unique type spc- 


